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CURRENT BOOKS

CLARKE, Arthur G[harles] 19.7-

EXPEDITION TO EARTH, Harcourt, viii, 181 p.

¢5.75. (st Ballantine 1953; Sidgwick 1954;

Corgi 1959) 11 stories; also includod in An

Arthur G, Clarke Omibtus, Sidgwick, 1965)
Reviews; Astounding US Nov 1954, Br, Apr 1955;
New Worlds 32; Authentic 53; Galaxy US May
1954; N,Y. Times 14,2.54 p. 24; N,Y, Herald
Tribune 20,12,53 p. 9; Christien Science Mon-
itor 24,12,53 p. 11

~- FRELUDE TO SPACE, Harcouwrt, xii, 209 p. £5.75.

(1st Gelaxy Novel 3, 1950; Sidgwick,1953; Gnoms

1954; Ballantine F8 1954; Pan FB 1954; also in

An Arthur C, Clarke Omnibus, Sidewick, 1965)
Reviews:; Astounding US Nov 1954, Br, Apr 1955;
Galaxy US 4pr 1951, Jly 1954, B3R, 21; New
Worlds 2L; N.Y. Times 28,3,54 p. 21; N.Y, Her-
ald Tritwne 21.3.54

~— REACH FOR TOMORROW, Harcourt, viii, 178 p,
#5.75. (lst Zellantine 1956; Gollancz 1962)
12 stories. Reviews: Astounding US Sep 1956;
Galaxy US Ser 1956; N.Y, Times 15 7.56 p. 203
N.Y. Herald Triteme 11.11.56 p,



Books

CLARKE, arthur C, gcontd.

TALES ¥HOM THE THITE HART, Harcourt, viii, 179p,

#5,75. (Lst Ballentine 1957) 15 stories, meinly

bhumorous, An excellent collection out of print

for a long time: theve seems to have been no

British edition at ail, Reviews; Astounding US
June 157, Br, Oct 1957; Infinity July 1957;
N.Y. Times 17.3.57

CONKLIN, [Edward] Groff, 1904-€8 gd.
13 ABOVE THE WiGHT, Dell (874l). 286 p, F3 T5c.
Presumesbly retitleod, but original title not
known,

HEEINLEIN, Robert Alnson] 1907-

TOTEAYNE OF MRS, Derkiey, 176 p. FB THe, (1st

in If Nov 1962 - Mch 1963, Putnam, 1963; Avon

PB 1964; New English Library PB 1969)
Revisws; Analog June 1963 p, 90; Amazing
Sep 1963; Fantasy & SF May 1963; Iibrary
Journal 15,3,63 », 1383; N,Y, Times 9,6,63
p. 28: N,Y, Horald Tribme 12,5,63 p. 27

KELLER, Devid H, 1880-1963
The FOLSOM FLINT, and other curious tales,
Arkham House, Seuk City, Wise, =iz, 213 p,
#5.00. 17 stories, meirly weird but some SF,

LAFFERTY, R, A,

The REEFS OF EARTH, Tobson, 144 p. 21/- (1st
Berkley 1968)

COOFER, Edmund

The LAST GONTINFNT, Hodder, 192 p, 21/~ (Lst
Dell 1969)
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REVIEWS

The PI0.LE TRAP, and othner Pitfalls, Snares,

Devices and Dslusions, as woll as Two Sniggles and

a Contrivance

by Robert Sheckley Gollancz, 1969
222 p. $3.25

I first read most of the fourteen stories in
this collection in Gelaxy (though not when they
first appeared as a rule) as on adolescent, and I
found them entortaining but not up to the standard
of what I rogarded as required of the very best SF
short stories., MNowadays 1've less of a preference
for shorter S¥ and rarely read a2ll the stories in
tho magazines.,. Sufficient time had passed so that
I'd forgotten enough of the stories to permit me
to recad them as if for the first time, In gcneral
I felt that I enjoyed them more this time than I
remembered, and considor some of them on a par with
the best, e.p2, Shall We have a Little Talk, Re-
stricted Area and The Last Weapon, I've becoms a
trifle more subtle since those callow days, mean-
ing I can read satire as satire now and don't take
overything as a streizht story as was my wont then,

I don't recall reading the title story else-
where, nor is it listed in the magazine credits,
s0 I assume it was written especially for this
collection (it'!s a satire on overpopulation)., Which
mist prove somsthing, since it is the worst story
of the lot by a considerable margin, Tne others
in controst are 2ll ewinently readable, Some of
them use a gimick which I usunlly diszpprove as
wnfair to the readsr, but after reading this lot
I've been forced to modify my disapprovel to apply
only to gimuicky stories presented without delib-
erate comic -- or as tie dblurb has it, outrageous
—- intent, A »priwmc example of this is Restricted
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Revievs

Area, Waose vhcle plot, {E:j_imniclt. and all, T can
give away since the publ;}.sher doos S0 anyway on
the jacket, &n expleration ekip lands on a very
unusual plenst best deseribed as "pretty!, inhab-
ited by friendly furry .—:rsatnros,-whosg -flora beare
many difforent species ol supremely edible frwi.:
no irritating undorbzmsh to tire veary e;«:;ﬂ__orc: S
and no microorgznisme s make thom sick, Inero Zg
however a mile-high metallic shaft poking out ci
the ground, After a while cverything sterts o rua
down, Just thet -~ Tun dotm, Soon, though, tho
shaft starts to turn and evorything gets lively
egain, and the spaceship crsw decide to clear out
before they're forced to meot the perents of the
super-child turning the key, Sheckley has styic
to meke it worth while rcading even ofter you know
the plot,

Other enjoyeble stories include The Last Weapon
which, of course, demonstrates the last weapon mocs
offectively; The Odor of Thought, which p,-ces o
stranded spacsmen at the wercy of  blind predaters
who nt by teolepetlhy end hes him beat them at
theoir om game; Fishing Season, wnere the fish
2Te people (what else?); Dreamorid whors =-- yom
guesscd it —- this werld is the dream worid; amd
Ghost V whercin the hero, one Richord Gregor, is
threatened by something calling itself a Purpic~
striped Grebber, which grabs things named Richard
Gregor, usuelly eating them . ith checolate souce,

As 2 final comment, let it remein that I
don't read siort stories by choics, Yot of fin-
ishing this beok I searched through 1qr eollechion
for other Shecldcy skort storice, I'd like to
know wkich ones were the Snisglos, ot Tiu pretty
sure Redfern's Labyrinth 728 the Jontrivance,

~ John C. Young
4 Science #isiion News 2



Roviews

SFOUK ST DIS antom PB, 1970
by James Blish 1.8 p, &oc

I haven!t read Blish's other Star
Trek tooks, which adapted soms of the TV serivpts,
mainly becauss I thought they were aimed at child-
run, snd besides I'd seen them all, So I can't
coxparc this book with them, However, thisg is not
puch an adaptotion but & short novel, as Blish
seys, "built around the characters end background
of the T serics councelivod by Gene Roddenberry!,

I rarcly wateh TV drama shovs (occesional ex-
coptions like 7 Cars)but I did watch Star Trek and
%28 indecd an ardent fan from the firstfive minutes
of the first program, my emotions amounting to une’
zboshed glee, as I recall, Occsaiondlly I was
eritical of some of the more fer-fetched plots but
whaa there woere seripts by Sturgeon, Fllison and
Brovin I was caraptured,

Consequcntly I brought to this noveol widoe
fomiliarity with the background and chierecters,

a nenr fenotic devetion to them, and the Imowledge
that Blish con be a good writer when he wants to
be.

I didn't guite get what I'd hoped to outv of
the oook in consequenice, but in the main I was
werl setisficd,

The story is one that could have apvearcd on
TV {though in scveral perts) and not been out of
wicce in compsrison with other epilscdes, and Blish
appeers to have used techniques such as & prepond~
eronce of diclog over descripticn to convey a TV
otirosghere and make it easy for the reader to imoe-
ine wetching it, Thias, I fool, was a mistake. T
would have preforred a style cioser %o that used ia
the Cities in Flight series: that is, I wonted a
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novel rather than an adaptation that lan't, .

@ti11, I had a ball roading it, There is a
confrontation with the XLingon Fuﬂm_rc, tho chief
Terran (or Federation rea.uy) rival, in fact a war
with them, F¥irk and Spcck show no dotectable
character deviations from their TV personas, though
of course there are differences of emphasis, and
of course Kirk and Spock manege, with the help of
the redoubtable Scotty, chief engineer, to win the
war all by themselves. Rollicking good gtuff,

-~ Joln C, Young
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May!s Famous Amazing Classic is not much of
a story, but it's certainly a significant one,

In the absence of an editorial note (vay reprint
these stories without some sort of comment on

why they are worth reprinting?) meny might read
a few paragraphs, shudder and zo on the the next
item: this colum comes in handy for rectifring
these omissions somewhet,

Kaster of Telepathy, by Fando Bindsr, in the
December 1938 Amazing, has to be acimoiledged =
milestone. Up till then, telepathy was found in
SF once in a while, btut it was a different concept
and had usually a different purpose, It was an
ability that extraterrestrials sometimes had (often
not naturally but by mesns 2f a dovice based on
advenced nonhumen sclence) end ssrved to cub owut
the commmnication problem ond keep the story mwoy-
ing, As a plot elementb it was little used, You
6
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Locking Backward

may remsmber that Burroughs! Martions could do the
trick at times, though most of the time he didntt
bother to introduce it, correctly realising that it
detracted from the action and created too wany
qifficulties, Otherwise its general status was as
a narrative crutch like the menuscript in a bottle
or the story told in a bar,.,

Until Decewber 1938, vhen this story intwvoduced
the wyth of "Extra-Sensory Perception", the creation
of J, B, Bhine, taking the tenuous evidence alloged
to have been found that people may sometimgs make
more correct guesses thon expected by someone with-
out a knowledge of statistics end building on it a
fanciful structure of megical mental powers, In the
Paimer manner, it is supported by a footnote stat-
ing that "in 1934, ..Duke University [wrong, it was
Professor Rhine personally, not the University, who
was responsible for the ESP business] announced its
epochal experiments in parapsychology, thereby
raising that study of psychic. 'phencomena from a
rseudo-science to an exact science. [begging a lot
of gquestions tut implying no more than that some
attempt had been made to find experimental evidence
~- nct the same thing as finding it or explaining
it] Since then there have been meny verifications
from other laboratorics of these classic researches,
fa flat lie] Thoe strange telepathic and clairvoyant
powers of the humen mind have been amply demonstrat-
6d," [They had rot then ond have not now,]

‘ris story simply assumed that latant powers
oxist which could be developed by simple exercise,
a1d had a suitoble subject become a suparman who
is barely prevented from making himself dictator of
the world. 4 typicel gxample of the 'dangerous
invention® plot,

But it -.7?5- fro_ﬁ.t-’riud’ hatiell the lator lunacy

X2y 1570 ’ “'Seience Fi&on News 7
- - [§

. 7 7 P
Sl 7l A
e = £ g . "ﬁ é: ﬁ



Looking Baclkmrcd

about telepathy and so forth began as en element
in SF, As fiction, some admirsble works have been
ingpired by it (two or three, at any rate: The De-
molished Mon, The Stars my Destination, Wild Talent
and, er,,.) as well as the other 99.99%., As sci~
entific speculation its velue remains nil intil
someone demonstrates dectecting of a thought, dJust
one repentable demonstration, Science is still
waiting,
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